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ProSweets Cologne 2025: Sustainable packaging as
the key to combatting food waste

The "Sweet Week" comprising of ProSweets Cologne and ISM, which
brings the sweets and snacks producers together with the
suppliers, is taking place from 2 to 5 February 2025.
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ProSweets Cologne is the top address for all sweets and snacks producers, who
want to organise their packaging processes more environmentally-friendly, more
economically and thus more contemporarily. Around 250 exhibitors will inform
the visitors on-site at the Cologne fair grounds about their product line-ups in
this section, including PAPACKS Sales GmbH from Germany, Kreatif Kutu San ve
Tic A.S. from Turkey or WRH Industries LLC from the USA. Here the focus also
lies on the role of sustainable and recyclable packaging to combat food waste.

From hard caramels, jelly babies, chocolate and liquorice, through to pretzels,
gluten-free, vegan and fat-reduced snacks - today's sweets and snacks market is as
diversified as the trends that drive it. Even beyond the most important seasonal
occasions like carnival, Easter, Halloween or Christmas, the brightly packed products
entice the customers to buy. A glance at the shelves in the supermarket shows:
Brand names and the trade are increasingly opting for sustainable packaging,
whether in the form of recyclable materials or by dispensing with plastic.

Mono-materials: Recyclable but demanding
The latest innovations include cardboard packaging that completely does without
glue as well as cardboard monofilm hybrid solutions, which allow the use of plastic
to be reduced considerably. This is accompanied by intelligent packaging design,
which leads to a smaller volume. This enables more and also lighter packaging to be
stacked, stored and transported, which reduces the energy requirement for
transportation and cooling.

With regards to sustainability, above all laminates are problematic, because they are
heavy or not at all separable and can thus not be reused. As an alternative, PP and
PE-based mono-materials or paper-based packaging materials are popular - a trend
that is reflected at ProSweets Cologne. They are said to display better recyclability.
For example, they are suitable for the production of stand-up pouches with or
without a reclosure system for sweet and savoury snacks. However, during the
packaging process they are more challenging than conventional film structures. They
tear more easily, are more difficult to seal or the folding properties are not as good.
Hence, technological adaptations are required that allow the sweets producers to
adjust their machines per plug-and-play thanks to existing retrofit options. This
allows them to switch between conventional and recyclable films easily and thus
position themselves optimally on the market.
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For instance, thanks to the geometry of new forming shoulders that are adapted to
suit the packaging material there is no longer any danger that the paper creases or
tears while making a tubular bag. Visitors can watch tubular bag machines and
cartoners, which together enable the primary and secondary packaging of chocolate
bars using paper-based materials, live in action at ProSweets Cologne. The cartons
are assembled without the use of hot glue. The implementation of new technologies
that allow ultrasonic welding is an exciting theme at the fair grounds. The welding
method is particularly suitable for recyclable tubular bags made from monofilms or
paper-based films - this enables sweets producers a seamless change-over to
sustainable packaging while ensuring optimum product protection.

Packaging accompanies sweets and snacks along the entire logistics chain. They
retain the shape, colour and haptics of the products – and thus their attractive
appearance at the point of sale. Here recyclable and resource-saving packaging is
increasingly stealing the show from conventional concepts. The exhibitors of
ProSweets Cologne are not only reacting to this trend with solutions that satisfy the
sustainability demands, but which also optimally protect the packaged product and
thus reduce food waste down to a minimum.

Solutions to combat food waste 
And not without good reason: Because around one third of all food produced
worldwide is wasted. The waste takes place along all stages of the value chain and is
largely due to food spoilage. Around 59 million tons of food is wasted every year in
the EU alone - that corresponds to 131 kilogrammes per person. Packaging plays an
important role in solving this problem. It contributes towards reducing the
environmental impacts of the food industry by protecting the products against
damages caused in transit, guaranteeing fast delivery to the consumers and
extending the shelf life.

On average, the packaging is only responsible for around three to 3.5 percent of the
climate impact of foodstuffs. The remaining 97 percent occurs during the
production, the transportation and disposal of food waste. This is the conclusion the
research project "STOP waste – SAVE food" came to. The project compared the
environmental impact of packaged food. Needs-based, single-serve packaging – for
instance packaging for small-sized sweets in appropriate portion sizes – is a further
option to reduce food waste. However, this is only possible if the packaging can be
filled without any quality loss. The packaging machine builders are offering the
sweets and snacks producers innovative technologies to support them in preparing
for these market conditions and in remaining competitive.

Gentle handling protects against breakage
This is realised among others by pick-and-place robots, which play an increasingly
more important role in the packaging lines in the course of the ongoing digitalisation
and automation. They pick up the sweets and place them in trays, cartons or
thermoformed trays with millimetre precision. A continually gentle handling and
portioning is indispensable particularly when processing sensitive products like
biscuits or crackers to protect these against mechanical stress or breakage – and
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thus minimise the waste. Intelligent pick-and-place technology and particularly
gently operating feed modules ensure a continual synchronisation of the products
even at the highest speed and thus contribute towards a reliable process. Because
ultimately practically every unplanned stoppage means that the discharged products
can no longer be sold. With a view to ProSweets Cologne, it becomes clear that
sustainability doesn't stop at environmentally-friendly materials.

ProSweets Cologne as Europe's leading content platform
In addition to the demonstrations at the stands, ProSweets Cologne 2025 is
presenting itself as Europe's leading content platform for the suppliers of the sweets
and snacks industry. With a first-class specialised programme on the Expert Stage 
and Sweet Week -Talks & Tasting Stage, it presents solutions and future-oriented
examples of best practice for the current challenges of the industry, such as the
rising costs for raw materials and energy, high personnel costs, a lack in skilled
labour and the slow rate of digitalisation of the production processes.

Furthermore, a special highlight is the Sweet Week Production Summit that is
being organised for the first time and which brings production managers, CEOs and
owners of the production companies exhibiting at ISM together with the supplier
industry (exhibitors of ProSweets Cologne) in a targeted manner. First-class
examples of best practice on the implementation of AI tools for a cost-efficient and
future-proof production will be showcased here. Three-minute pitch sessions of the
supplier industry by ProSweets Cologne exhibitors will also be held here followed by
a matchmaking forum in the Networking Area to promote concrete solutions and
business relations.

The complete event programme will be published here soon: Supplier fair for the
sweets industry | ProSweets Cologne 

The ticket show of ProSweets Cologne opens on 25.09.2024: Buy tickets | ProSweets
Cologne 

Koelnmesse – industry trade fairs for the food technology sector: Koelnmesse is an
international leader in organising trade fairs in the field of food and beverage
processing. Anuga FoodTec and ProSweets Cologne are established, world-leading
trade fairs, hosted in Cologne/Germany. In addition to the events at its Cologne
headquarters, Koelnmesse also stages further food technology trade fairs with
different sector-specific areas of focus and content in key markets across the world,
including India, Italy and Colombia. These global activities enable Koelnmesse to
offer its customers bespoke events and leading regional trade fairs in a variety of
markets, thus creating the foundation for sustainable international
business. Koelnmesse is also ideally positioned in the field of food and beverages
with its leading international trade fairs Anuga and ISM and its global network of
satellite events.

100 years of Koelnmesse: Koelnmesse is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2024.
100 years in which Koelnmesse has brought people and markets together worldwide.
100 years in which it has reinvented itself time and again with a visionary passion for
the future. This has made the vision of Konrad Adenauer, who was the Mayor of

https://www.prosweets.com/
https://www.prosweets.com/
https://www.prosweets.com/
https://www.prosweets.com/trade-fair/tickets/buy-tickets/
https://www.prosweets.com/trade-fair/tickets/buy-tickets/
https://www.prosweets.com/trade-fair/tickets/buy-tickets/
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Cologne in 1924 and later became Germany's Chancellor, of an international trade
fair venue in Cologne a reality. With the awareness that even established trade fairs
require constant renewal in order to remain fit for the future, Koelnmesse will
continue to drive innovation and international growth without forgetting its roots.

Save the Date: It’s Sweet Week - join the sweetest place-to-be! The most
important trade fairs of the sweets and snacks industry are being held
simultaneously in Cologne from 2 to 5 February 2025: As a duo, the sweets trade
fair, ISM, and the supplier fair, ProSweets Cologne, represent the entire industrial
value chain of the international sweets and snacks industry - and present the largest
worldwide offer of private labels in the sweet and salty segment. Anyone, who
wants to be up-to-date on sweets and snacks-related technology, can learn
everything here from the latest products, developments and trends, through to the
most innovative ingredients, materials, packaging and process steps. During the
Sweet Week the sector's most important industry players all engage in an exchange
in one location at the same time - to bring about the sweetest synergies in the areas
of networking, knowledge transfer and business.
Further information: https://www.prosweets.com/fair/industry-sectors

The next events:
LogiFOOD SOUTHEAST ASIA - Food logistics and cold chain solutions, Bangkok 16.10. -
18.10.2024
ProSweets Cologne - The international supplier fair for the sweets and snacks
industry, Cologne 02.02. - 05.02.2025
India International Livestock Expo , Mumbai 16.04. - 18.04.2025

Note for editorial offices:
ProSweets Cologne photos photos are available in our image database on the
Internet at www.prosweets.com  in the “News” section or
www.prosweets.com/imagedatabase

Press information is available at:
https://www.prosweets.com/press/press-releases/press-releases/

If you reprint this document, please send us a sample copy.

ProSweets Cologne in the Social Web:
https://de.linkedin.com/showcase/pro-sweets-cologne
https://www.facebook.com/prosweetscologne
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