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ORGATEC 2026 introduces the event’s first-ever
central theme: “From Rooms to Relationships:
Designing Spaces in an Ever-Changing World”

With its new central theme, ORGATEC 2026 shifts the spotlight to
humans, their relationships within work and contract spaces, and
ways to navigate continual change. The leading international trade
fair for the modern working world offers an opportunity to
experience how purely functional settings can be transformed into
spaces that foster genuine connection, creativity, collaboration and
a sense of belonging, and how adaptive solutions can help to
sustain these in an environment of constant change. From 27 to 30
October 2026, Cologne will once again become a showcase for
innovation and dialogue surrounding the future of workspace and
contract solutions.

Social, technological and environmental changes are presenting new challenges for
the design of work and contract spaces. Digitalisation, hybrid models, sustainability
and rising expectations regarding collaboration are transforming how we perceive
and design spaces. Changes are happening so rapidly that a more flexible approach
to interior design is essential.

“The central theme of ORGATEC 2026 underscores the idea that future spaces will
have to transcend mere functionality. They are increasingly turning into places
where people come together and where design, technology and human experience
intertwine, and should be designed with the flexibility needed to meet the demands
of our ever-changing world,” says Maik Fischer, Director of ORGATEC. “ORGATEC
sees itself as a catalyst for this development, serving as a key platform where the
industry can network, share expertise and collaboratively develop innovative
approaches to workspace and contract solutions.”

The thematic focus of ORGATEC 2026 is closely tied to two global megatrends that
are particularly relevant to the event and that are expected to have an increasing
impact on society and the economy in the years ahead.

Human-to-human experience: authentic connections in a digital world

In our increasingly digitalised world, there is a growing need for genuine connection,
for a sense of community and meaningful exchanges, including in workplaces and in
public and commercial spaces. The concept of “human-to-human experience” aims
to bring the human aspect back into focus and foster authentic interactions in
environments that are increasingly dominated by technology. ORGATEC 2026
addresses this trend and shows how design and technology can work together to
promote social interaction and facilitate collaboration, going beyond mere
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functionality.

Transition: embracing change as a constant reality

Change is no longer the exception; it has become the new normal. Transitions occur
incrementally, through ongoing processes, rather than in abrupt leaps. With its
central theme, ORGATEC recognises that the ability to navigate transition is a
crucial attribute of future-oriented organisations. Companies face the challenge of
not only managing change, but also actively shaping it and flexibly responding to
developments, all while pursuing a clear, long-term vision. This is not about constant
reinvention, but rather about targeted advancement. What we need are design
solutions that continually adapt to the evolving needs of dynamic work and contract
spaces - solutions that draw on concepts that are made to last, resource-efficient,
creative, adaptable and multifunctional.

Offering orientation and added value in times of change

Through its central theme, ORGATEC provides orientation in times of transformation
while simultaneously delivering added value to everyone who designs and utilises
spaces. Exhibitors benefit from a clear thematic framework that enables them to
present their innovations as responses to key megatrends. The products and services
showcased form part of holistic approaches, creating avenues for new synergies,
cross-selling opportunities and target groups. Visitors are given the opportunity to
harness ORGATEC as a platform where they can glean inspiration and exchange ideas
while taking advantage of innovative concepts and practical tools that allow them to
successfully shape transformation in their own work or project environments.

Cologne as a driver of innovation in the industry

ORGATEC 2026 will go far beyond mere technical talk, evolving into a global
gathering for all those who are reimagining and redesigning modern working
environments and contract solutions. Cologne, a key hub in the furniture industry, is
playing host to an international platform for inspiration, exchanges and brand
presence that promotes innovation and forward thinking within the industry.

You can register for ORGATEC 2026 online at: www.orgatec.com/for-exhibitors/
become-an-exhibitor/

Koelnmesse - Global Inspiration for Living, Contract and Public Spaces

Koelnmesse is the world’s top trade fair organiser for the areas of Living, Contract
and Public Spaces. Alongside the trade fair duo imm cologne and idd cologne
(interior design days cologne), other formats hosted at the trade fair hub of Cologne
such as ORGATEC, interzum, FSB, spoga+gafa and aquanale are among the most
internationally renowned and established industry gatherings. These fairs
comprehensively represent the interior and design segment, the furniture and
interior construction industries’ supplying sections, the kitchen world, all topics for
the modern working world, garden lifestyle as well as modern work environments,
the garden lifestyle, public spaces, sports and leisure facilities, along with saunas,
pools and wellness centres.

Beyond that, Koelnmesse is strategically expanding its portfolio in international
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growth markets. The imm brand family now includes imm india and La Feria De
Diseio Medellin - powered by imm cologne in Colombia. The ORGATEC brand has
established a global footprint with ORGATEC Tokyo, ORGATEC India, and ORGATEC
WORKSPACE Saudi Arabia. The international presence of the interzum brand extends
to interzum guangzhou, interzum bogota, interzum jakarta, and the interzum forum
italy. The FSB brand is also internationally active, with the FSB Sports Show Riyadh
and the FSB Forum Italy in Bergamo.

Further information: www.orgatec.com/trade-fair/portfolio-worldwide/

The next events:

imm cologne - The interior business event, Cologne 20.01. - 23.01.2026

imm india - The Business Platform for Furniture and Interiors in India, New Delhi
11.03. - 14.03.2026

interzum guangzhou - Asia's Most Comprehensive Woodworking and Upholstery
Machinery, Furniture Production and Interior Décor Trade Fair, Guangzhou 28.03. -
31.03.2026

interzum bogota - International Trade Fair for Technology and Components for
Furniture Manufacturing and Wood Processing, Bogota 12.05. - 15.05.2026

Note for editorial offices:

ORGATEC photos are available in our image database on the Internet at www.
orgatec.com/imagedatabase in the “Press” section.

Press information is available at: www.orgatec.com/press/press-releases/press-
releases-of-orgatec/

If you reprint this document, please send us a sample copy.

ORGATEC on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/orgateccologne
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