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Proportion of foreign visitors rises to 75 per cent
The industry is captivated by innovative solutions for tomorrow’s homes
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interzum, the world’s leading trade fair for furniture production and interior
design, held in Cologne, drew to an end on Friday, 24 May 2019, with
outstanding results. For four full days, interzum served as a source of inspiration
for the design of future living spaces and presented the technical, haptic and
visual refinements with which tomorrow’s furniture will set new standards. With
1,805 exhibitors from 60 countries (2017: 1,732 exhibitors from 59 countries),
more companies than ever before showcased their innovations across an
exhibition area covering approximately 190,000 square metres. In addition to
increasing its exhibitor numbers, the trade fair considerably expanded its
international reach. The proportion of foreign visitors rose to around 75 per cent
(2017: 73 per cent). Out of a total audience of 74,000 visitors, over 55,000
came from outside Germany. “We significantly exceeded our goal of topping the
70,000-visitor mark,” said Gerald Böse, President and Chief Executive Officer of
Koelnmesse, who is delighted with the results. “This has been an almost magical
anniversary event in every respect and one that we will all remember. An
industry demonstrated its immense capacity for innovation in truly impressive
style,” he added.
With this year’s outstanding figures, interzum has continued its impressive success
story. The number of trade visitors has risen by more than 28 per cent since 2015.
The atmosphere in the trade fair halls was excellent: exhibitors and visitors from
across the globe were very satisfied with the event. This was reflected in the highly
positive verdict from the participating companies, who confirmed interzum’s leading
position as the industry’s number one trade fair in the world. Alongside visitors from
Germany, the most strongly represented European nations were Italy, France, Spain,
Poland, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. Significant increases were seen in
visitors from Asia (+22 per cent), with particularly strong growth from China (+48
per cent), as well as increases from Central and South America (+24 per cent),
Eastern Europe (+21 per cent) and North America (+7 per cent). The exhibitors
reported that they did excellent business and established many new contacts from
around the world. In its anniversary year, interzum mastered the balancing act of
being an industry meeting place for trade visitors on the one hand and a hotspot for
the creative professions on the other. A large number of inspiring presentations by

Tel.

+49 221 821-2627
Fax

+49 221 821-3544
e-mail

m.majerus@koelnmesse.de
Koelnmesse GmbH
Messeplatz 1
50679 Köln
P.O. Box 21 07 60
50532 Köln
Germany
Tel. +49 221 821-0
Fax +49 221 821-2574
www.koelnmesse.com
Executive Board:
Gerald Böse (President and Chief
Executive Officer)
Herbert Marner
Chairwoman of the Supervisory
Board:
Mayor of the City of Cologne
Henriette Reker
Headquarters and place of
jurisdiction:
Cologne
District Court Cologne, HRB 952

companies contributed to this.
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This year interzum demonstrated particularly impressively that it is not only a trade
fair for the supplier industry, but also a 360-degree event that presents visions of
how we will live in the future. By addressing this issue, it takes up a place alongside
imm cologne/LivingKitchen and ORGATEC. In addition to familiarising themselves
with the product ranges of suppliers to the furniture industry, manufacturers,
architects and designers were able to discover a host of innovative materials and
production processes. With a diverse range of special event areas, talk and
discussion areas, piazzas and workshops on disruptive materials, surface design,
digital printing, digital products and materials, smart systems, mobile living spaces
and new technologies, interzum 2019 linked a broad spectrum of future issues and
product innovations for tomorrow’s homes. The standout themes this year that will
set the direction of future developments were the continuing rise of
individualisation, energy efficiency and sustainability, light (LED), digitalisation
(including voice control), micro living and “slide and hide”.
interzum 2019 in numbers
interzum 2019 hosted 1,805 exhibiting companies from 60 countries (2017: 1,732
companies from 59 countries). They included 356 domestic exhibitors (2017: 367
exhibitors) and 1,449 companies (2017: 1,361 companies) from outside Germany,
with foreign companies accounting for 80 per cent (2017: 79 per cent) of total
exhibitors. Including estimates for the last day of the fair, the event attracted
74,000 trade visitors from 152 countries (2017: 69,000 trade visitors from 152
countries).
The next interzum will take place from 4 to 7 May 2021 in Cologne.
Koelnmesse – Global Competence in Furniture, Interiors and Design: Koelnmesse
is the world’s top trade fair organiser for the areas of furnishing, living and lifestyle.
At the trade fair hub of Cologne, the leading international fair imm cologne as well
as the trade fair formats of LivingKitchen, ORGATEC, spoga+gafa, interzum and Kind
+ Jugend rank among the internationally renowned and established industry meeting
places. These fairs comprehensively represent the upholstered and case furniture
segment, the kitchen industry, the office furniture sector and outdoor living as well
as the innovations of the furniture supply industry. Over the last few years,
Koelnmesse has specifically added international fairs in the most important fastexpanding markets to its portfolio. These include idd Shanghai, interzum guangzhou
in Guangzhou and Pueri Expo in Sao Paulo. With ambista, the online portal for the
interiors business, Koelnmesse offers direct access to products, contacts, expertise
and events relevant to the industry all year round.
Further information is available at: www.global-competence.net/interiors/
Further information about ambista: www.ambista.com/
The next events:
Pueri Expo - International Trade Fair for Baby & Childcare Products, Sao Paulo
13.06. - 16.06.2019
imm at IDFFHK, Hong Kong 23.08. - 25.08.2019

spoga+gafa - The garden trade fair, Cologne, Cologne 01.09. - 03.09.2019
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Note for editorial offices:
interzum photos are available in our image database on the Internet at www.
interzum.com in the “News” section. Press information is available at: www.
interzum.com/Pressinformation
If you reprint this document, please send us a sample copy.
interzum on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/interzum
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