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spoga+gafa as   the biggest garden and BBQ trade fair in the world brings
companies from the garden lifestyle industry and trade visitors from all over the
globe together in Cologne every year. The next spoga+gafa is being staged from
16 to 18 June 2024  - under the key theme "Responsible Gardens". Together with
the green industry, the leading trade fair will place the centre of attention on
the different levels of responsible behaviour in and around private green spaces
from the points of view of the manufacturers, suppliers and consumers.

Mr Lohrberg, why did you choose this key theme? 
On the one hand, the new key theme is a logical and consistent continuation of our
past key themes. spoga+gafa has already been staged under an overriding key topic
that takes the current industry developments and socially-relevant topics into
account since 2017.
In an increasingly connected world, where individual actions can have a far-reaching
impact, the role of personal and collective responsibility in meeting global
challenges becomes more and more important. That means we have to consider the
effects of our decisions for the community and the environment. Manufacturers, the
trade, consumers - we all have to be aware of the impact of our actions. So it was a
logical step to also place the focus on the theme responsibility at spoga+gafa 2024 -
in the form of the key topic "Responsible Gardens".

How should responsibility be interpreted? What levels are there? 
The theme responsibility is all too quickly associated with sustainability or equated
with it. But in our opinion responsibility is much more. On the one hand, it
contributes towards minimising environmental impacts, reducing the consumption of
resources and maintaining the ecological diversity. On the other hand, it promotes
social justice and economic stability because it aims to bring about a balanced
distribution of resources and opportunities. Overall, the theme responsibility plays a
fundamental role in creating a liveable society that is stable long-term. Hence, our
key theme Responsible Gardens should also be considered at different levels: from
social challenges, to health aspects, through to ultimately the actual product in the
garden.

What is the job of spoga+gafa as the biggest garden and BBQ trade fair? Which
role does the trade fair take on? 
Our aim as the biggest garden and BBQ fair is that all of the players of the green
industry become aware of the responsibility their bear towards society and the
environment as companies, product manufacturers, dealers, multipliers and as
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consumers when designing and using balconies, gardens, terraces or open spaces.
Together with the exhibitors and the visitors, spoga+gafa 2024 will find individual
answers to questions that arise from this key topic. Since the more responsibly we
handle private green spaces, the more social and personal relevance our gardens,
balconies and terraces gain.

What responsibility does the whole green industry have to take on within
society? 
Resource-saving gardening, fairly produced garden products, low-emission BBQ
technologies, climate-friendly garden care and irrigation, but also a responsible
rapport between garden owners will be especially emphasised at spoga+gafa 2024.
The aspects of the key topic will be presented and discussed in various formats at
the trade fair. For example in the case of the manufacturers and producers it is
about the responsibility they take on through their products, the production
location, the production methods and the materials used. With the dealers, it is
among others about how they present the theme on their space. Here the focus lies
on environmentally-friendly, sustainable and fairly produced or ergonomic products.
And taking this a step further, the trade has to make sure its staff is trained
properly, i.e. the customer service, for instance regarding natural garden design and
how to handle garden tools correctly.

As in the past, spoga+gafa is totally on trend with the theme "Responsible
Gardens". Couldn't one even say spoga+gafa creates the trends of the green
industry? 
Responsibility is gaining significance in the garden industry for several reasons. With
the growing awareness for environmental issues such as the climate change, species
extinction and the scarcity of resources, both the companies and the consumers are
recognising the necessity to act more environmentally-friendly. This also includes
sustainable cultivation methods, protecting biodiversity and the responsible
handling of water and other natural resources. The consumers are increasingly well-
informed and are interested in the origin and the production methods of the
products they buy. In the garden industry this is leading to a growing demand for
regionality, ecologically grown plants, sustainable garden products and eco-friendly
practices. The companies have meanwhile realised that they play a role in society
and that responsible behaviour contributes towards a positive perception, which
among others leads to sustainable business practices and contributes to the common
good. Ultimately horticultural companies also have to behave responsibly in view of
the stricter environmental laws and requirements. This may encompass the
reduction of pesticides and chemicals, the promotion of biological cultivation and
the observance of sustainability standards. The key topic of spoga+gafa 2024
"Responsible Gardens" picks up on precisely these developments.  

Koelnmesse – Global Inspiration for Living, Contract and Public Spaces
Koelnmesse is the world’s top trade fair organiser for the areas of Living, Contract
and Public Spaces.
At the trade fair hub of Cologne, in addition to imm cologne and interzum, other
trade fair formats such as LivingKitchen, ORGATEC, spoga+gafa, FSB and aquanale
are among the internationally renowned and established industry meeting
places. These fairs comprehensively represent the interior and design segment, the
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furniture and interior construction industries' supplying sections, the kitchen world,
all topics for the modern working world, garden lifestyle as well as public space,
sports and leisure facilities and also sauna, pool and ambiente.

In addition to the events in Cologne, Koelnmesse is strategically expanding its
portfolio in key growth markets around the globe like with the successful shows
ORGATEC TOKYO in Japan, interzum bogota in Colombia and interzum guangzhou in
China and interzum forum italy.
Further information: https://www.spogagafa.com/trade-fair/spoga-gafa-2024/
industry-trade-fairs/

The next events:
ORGATEC TOKYO - SHIFT DESIGN - The leading international trade fair in Asia for the
modern workspaces, Tokyo 29.05. - 31.05.2024
spoga+gafa - The world’s biggest garden and BBQ trade fair, Cologne 16.06. -
18.06.2024
ORGATEC - New visions of work, Cologne 22.10. - 25.10.2024

Note for editorial offices:
spoga+gafa photos are available in our image database on the Internet at www.
spogagafa.com/imagedatabase in the “News” section.
Press information is available at: www.spogagafa.com/pressinformation
If you publish this document, please send us a sample copy or link.

spoga+gafa in the Social Web:

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/spogagafa

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/spogagafa/

LinkedIN:
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/spoga-gafa
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